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Helpful Terminology/Jargon





Boot up = turn on the computer. The boot sequence is the startup sequence of the computer


Browser = a graphical interface that allows people to access data from the internet�CD Rom = CD-ROM: a storage device that uses laser technology to read data from a CD-ROM. CD-ROM disk: a high capacity read-only optical disk that can store up to 680 MB of data. CD-ROM drive: a storage device that uses laser technology to read from a CD-ROM.


Computer = device that accepts input, processes data, stores data, and produces output.


CPU = the central processing unit in a computer


Curser = a flashing symbol on the computer screen that shows where the information you enter will appear.


Desktop = onscreen work area that can display graphical elements such as icons, buttons, windows, menus, links, and dialog boxes.


Dialogue box a small window that allows communication between the user and the computer.


Email = electronic mail, use to send documents and images or messages via the internet


Files = Units of Information stored on the computer like letters, pictures, music.


Floppy diskette/Floppy disk: a thin disk made of a flexible material with one or both sides coated to accept magnetic recording. Also known as diskette.


Folders = a function used to organise and store files.


Hard drive =  electromagnetic storage device, stores programs (software) and users files.


Hardware =  the physical electric, electronic, and mechanical components that make up the computer. 


Icon = a small picture that opens a program, file or webpage


Keyboard = s an input device which allows the user to enter data  and instructions into a computer.


Menu: a list of commands or options


Modem = a communication device that sends and receives data to and from computers over telephone lines.


Monitor looks like a television screen,  displays text, graphics and video information by converting electrical signals from the computer into points of colored light on the screen.


Mouse = a small hand held device that contains at least one button. The mouse controls the movement of a symbol on the screen called the pointer and allows the user to manipulate objects on the screen by moving the mouse on the surface of the desk.


Network = an array of computers and devices such as printers and scanners, linked together.


Operating System = the software that controls the computer's hardware resources.


Ram = Memory capacity of a computer eg: my pc has 256kb ram


Shortcut = a link to a program or file usually an icon.


Software = programs used with hardware to fulfil functions, like printing, email, bookkeeping, graphic design etc. Basically they provide a graphical interface mechanism to tell the computer what to do.


Sound Card = hardware device that enables sound, connected to the motherboard, speakers and microphone


Start menu = List of shortcuts and menus to programs and files located on the taskbar


Taskbar = Contains the start menu, shortcuts, open program icons and clock on one edge of the desktop


USB = universal serial bus is a type of plug used to connect peripherals such as a printer, scanner, digital camera to the computer.


Video card = hardware device connected to the motherboard that allows visual interface with the computer, the monitor is connected to the video card.


Windows (Microsoft) = a multi-tasking, graphical user interface for the IBM PC and IBM-compatible computers.


Windows Explorer = navigation interface for windows use it to find files and programs on the computer











“Meet the Computer”





The hardware – inside the computer 


The software – programs – operating systems - windows


Terminology – names and abbreviations


Boot up


Mouse and Keyboard – how to use. 


Desktop


Start menu�Icons and shortcuts


Windows explorer


Files and file addresses, .extensions


My Documents


Navigation –folders and files�


Exercise:


 Make and name a folder in�C:/My Documents/comskool


Create and save a document in your folder.


Rename, delete and restore a document to your folder.











Homework:


Re-read your notes.�Find a friend or relative’s email address.














Next “Unravel the web”





The internet how it works


The browser – internet taxi


Websites - what they are, how to find them, 


Navigation - buttons, address bar, scrollbar, mouse functions, keyboard


Emails – addresses, set-up, formatting, sending, receiving, attachments, address books





What you need�


1 oz optimism 2 lb patience 


Friends email address and/or your own 








Introduction to Computers�-for beginning beginners
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Useful links


� HYPERLINK "http://www.educationonlineforcomputers.com" ��http://www.educationonlineforcomputers.com�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.intelinfo.com/" ��http://www.intelinfo.com/�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.lc/AGSS/Transcending/Table.htm" ��http://www.education.gov.lc/AGSS/Transcending/Table.htm�











Notes:








